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COMMUNITY
CONNECTION
INFORM, ENRICH, EMPOWER

MEETING THE NEEDS OF OUR
DIVERSE COMMUNITY
Earlier this year we told you about the
research we had done last year to help us
better understand our community’s needs. We
told you about our User/Non-User Survey and
community conversations and the things we
heard you say. We reminded you that we had
listened deeply and that in a future edition of
our newsletter we would show and tell you
how we are acting on community need. Last
year you expressed a need to feel safe and
welcomed. Just a few short weeks into the
New Year we found ourselves in the midst of a
public health emergency. We had to pivot
quickly and consider ways to offer library
service safely. Curbside service, virtual story
times, a virtual summer reading program, and
enhanced digital content were a huge part of
the answer to meet your needs safely. We met you where you were and
hopefully with a welcoming smile in our voice. Our Facebook messaging
connections alone increased by 173%! You expressed a need to be
involved, engaged, and connected. In spite of COVID-19 we have
discovered ways to do just that. New partnerships have emerged and
existing partnerships have been strengthened. We placed some donated
books in the Little Free Libraries located around our community. We
distributed COVID-19 Family Resource Bags provided by Franciscan
Health to our patrons. We participated in Virtual Community Round
Table meetings hosted by Jasper County Economic Development to stay
apprised of community news and needs and to report about services
available at the library.
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We posted daily on social media during the COVID-19 shutdown to promote digital resources,
answer questions, and connect you to the resources you so desperately needed. We worked with
the Jasper County Historical Society doing research for their Cemetery Walk and Vintage Views
Magazine. We compiled a page of links and resources on the topic of Race and Justice. We hosted a
traveling exhibit from the Indiana Historical Society marking the 100th anniversary of the
Nineteenth Amendment, which recognized a woman’s right to vote - Securing the Vote: Women’s
Suffrage in Indiana. We hosted another exhibit to celebrate the centennial of Women’s Suffrage in
the U. S. with Votes for Women: A Portrait of Persistence, a poster exhibition from the
Smithsonian. You expressed a need for family-oriented activities. To that end we offered a Virtual
Escape Room program as a part of our summer reading program. We created Story Time Kits
geared toward our younger patrons that included a library book, a cool craft or activity and
instructions for families to do at home. We have planned an outdoor author visit for October –
spooky tales by a local Indiana author. It is our pleasure to tell you about all of these things, but
let’s not forget that we promised to show you, too. It is just another way we inform, enrich, and
empower our diverse community.

JCPL AWARDED ADVANCING
RACIAL EQUITY COLLECTION
DEVELOPMENT GRANT
Jasper County Public Library is pleased to announce it has been awarded the Advancing Racial Equity
Collection Development Grant from Indiana Humanities. The generous grant will allow us to meet the
increased demand for additional materials related to racial equity in our community. The Indiana Humanities
worked with the Indianapolis Public Library Collection Management Team to develop a list of resources. Also
consulted were the Central Indiana Community Foundation’s “Tools for Accountability” and resource lists
provided by Booklist- a publication of the American Library Association. The carefully curated list was also
reviewed by the Indianapolis Public Library’s Diversity & Inclusion and Center for Black Literature & Culture
staff, Indiana Humanities staff and humanities scholars. This allowed us to select from a variety of materials
related to issues of race, diversity and inclusion to add
to our collection. Materials will be available at each of our
library locations. This program has been made possible
through a grant from Indiana Humanities with funds from Lily
Endowment Inc. We appreciate their support as we continue
to inform, enrich and empower our diverse community.
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JCPL Adult Book Discussions

Most of our book discussion groups are finding new ways to stay connected.
For more details or to reserve a copy, please visit or call your local library.
Registration is appreciated, and available online at www.myjcpl.org/events.
Face covering / Social distancing guidelines will be observed.

Rensselaer
NOVEMBER - MEN’S BOOK GROUP - DISCUSSION TO BE HELD DEC 2 - 10:00 AM
BOOK: TO WAKE THE GIANT: A NOVEL OF PEARL HARBOR BY JEFF SHAARA
**THE MEN’S GROUP WAS CREATED FOR MEN, BUT ANYONE CAN JOIN**
NOVEMBER - 4TH THURSDAY GROUP - THURSDAY - NOV 19 - 1:00 PM
NO BOOK THIS MONTH, WE WILL BE DOING A RECAP OF THIS YEAR'S TITLES
DECEMBER - MEN’S BOOK GROUP - WEDNESDAY – DEC 2 – 10:00 AM
BOOK: TO WAKE THE GIANT: A NOVEL OF PEARL HARBOR BY JEFF SHAARA
**THE MEN’S GROUP WAS CREATED FOR MEN, BUT ANYONE CAN JOIN**
DECEMBER - 4TH THURSDAY GROUP - NO BOOK DISCUSSION THIS MONTH

DeMotte
NOVEMBER - THE BOOKIES - TUESDAY - NOV 17 - 2:00 PM OR 7:00 PM
BOOK: ALL THE MISSING GIRLS BY MEGAN MIRANDA
DECEMBER - THE BOOKIES - NO BOOK DISCUSSION THIS MONTH

Wheatfield
NOVEMBER - ADULT BOOK DISCUSSION - TUESDAY - NOV 10 - 1:00 PM
BOOK: BEFORE WE WERE YOURS BY LISA WINGATE
NOVEMBER - BOOKS 'N COFFEE - MONDAY - NOV 30 - 2:00 PM
BOOK: ANGRY HOUSEWIVES EATING BON-BONS BY LORNA LANDVIK
DECEMBER - ADULT BOOK DISCUSSION - TUESDAY - DEC 8 - 1:00 PM
NO BOOK DISCUSSION THIS MONTH, GIFT EXCHANGE TENTATIVE
DECEMBER - BOOKS 'N COFFEE - TUESDAY - DEC 28 - 2:00 PM
BOOK: THE JOHNSTOWN FLOOD BY DAVID MCCOLLOUGH
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IT'S PUZZLE
WEATHER!

If you find yourself
dreading the cold
weather, then we
invite you to stop
by to grab a puzzle!
We offer a variety
of puzzles to take
or leave as you
please. Puzzles will
be on display near
the circulation desk
at Wheatfield &
DeMotte Libraries.

Our Storytime
Kits are a hit!
Kits include: a
library book, a
cool craft or
activity and
instructions!
Stop in at any
location and take
one home today!

Decorate Rensselaer Library's

HEROES TREE

Friday, November 13 @ 2:00pm
Honor your loved one by bringing in a photo of
your military hero and adding it as an ornament
to the Heroes Tree- located in the genealogy
department of the Rensselaer Library. If you are
unable to attend, photos and information may be
dropped off and an ornament will be made and
added to the tree. For more information, visit or
call the Rensselaer Library at (219) 866-5881.
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Medicare 101 Zoom Meetings
Clifford Havens will be explaining the ins and outs
of Medicare virtually at free, scheduled,
educational library programs via ZOOM. Those
who could benefit from attending this
informational program, include: anyone already
on Medicare, anyone approaching Medicare age
(turning 65), any spouses and/or children of those
on Medicare who help with decision making, and
anyone under 65 who is on disability and
receiving Medicare benefits as well. Mr. Havens of
LifeSmart Senior Services will provide an
overview of options, coverage, costs and more,
and time will be allowed for questions. Simply
contact your local library to register and receive
log-in information- Rensselaer Library (219) 8665881, DeMotte Library (219) 987-2221, Wheatfield
Library (219) 956-3774.

Holiday Closures
Wednesday, November 25..(closing at 5pm)
Thursday, November 26.......Thanksgiving Day
Thursday, December 24.......Christmas Eve
Friday, December 25.............Christmas Day
Thursday, December 31.......New Years Eve
Friday, January 1....................New Years Day
Our website and digital resources will still be available
for our patrons. We wish you a wonderful holiday
season and look forward to serving you in 2021!

WEDNESDAY - NOV 4
6:00 PM
SATURDAY - NOV 14
3:30 PM
FRIDAY - NOV 20
9:30 AM

“Winter is the time
for comfort, for
good food and
warmth, for the
touch of a friendly
hand and for a talk
beside the fire: it is
the time for home.”
- Edith Sitwell
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Rensselaer Library's

Annual Christmas Tree Walk
Each

holiday

season

the

Rensselaer

Library

invites

-

organizations to adopt a tree and compete for the best

.

entry in the annual Christmas Tree Walk
through

December

23 ,
rd

patrons

are

dressed

Starting November

encouraged

to

local

30

th

come

and

/

cast their vote with a canned boxed food item for their favorite

.

tree

Donated items will be delivered to a local food pantry in time

.

for Christmas holidays

,

For more information

the Rensselaer Library at

(219) 866-5881.

please visit or call

Vote Early & Vote Often!
Wheatfield Library's

Gingerbread House Contest

Drop off: November 30- December 5
Voting Dates: December 7-19

The Wheatfield Library invites families to build a gingerbread house
at home and bring it in to be displayed for our Gingerbread House

!

Contest
to

Cast your vote for your favorite creation by adding change

'
!

.

the gingerbread house s can

donations will win a prize

The gingerbread house with the most

All donations will go to The Friends of the

,

Wheatfield Library to help fund programs

,

more information

956-3774.

please visit or call the Wheatfield Library at

Please note

-

!
(219)
,

equipment and more

For

if you wish to keep your Gingerbread house

must be picked no later than January

2.

it
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Friends of the Library News
-

rensselaer friendsNovember

-

16

at

7:00

!

Stop in to purchase one for

benefit the library

-

.

pm

Supporting your library is always in style with our colorful
canvas totes

-

,

Meet us for a ZOOM Friends Annual Meeting on Monday

.

?

Interested in joining the Friends

$3/

individual and

$5/

family

!

$8.

All proceeds

Annual dues are only

demotte friends-

,

Meet us for our Friends Meeting on Tuesday

1:00

.

November

10

at

pm in the upstairs meeting room

-

The Friends will host their Silent Auction during the month of

.
30 @ 5:00

November

Bidding will begin on November

November

-

$5/

, $10/

,

family

and run through

Winning bidders will be notified on December

?
$25/

Interested in joining the Friends
individual

-

.

pm

2

and

Annual dues are

-

wheatfield friends-

?

Interested in joining the Friends

$3/

, $5/

individual

, $10/

family

.

inactive financial supporter only

Annual dues are

-

$1/
,

business organization

,
$50/ .

student

and

life

1.
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NEW MATERIALS
AVAILABLE FOR
CHECK OUT
NEW

NEW

NEW

FICTION TITLES

NON-FICTION

AUDIOBOOKS

MARAUDER

TITLES

PLAYING NICE

by CLIVE CUSSLER
THE KINGDOM
by JO NESBO

FUTURE-AN OPTIMIST
by MICHAEL J. FOX
A PROMISED LAND

by JANET EVANOVICH

by BARACK OBAMA

PIECE OF MY HEART

FRONTIER FOLLIES-

CLARK
DEADLY CROSS
by JAMES PATTERSON

THE COAST TO

CONSIDERS MORTALITY

FORTUNE AND GLORY

by MARY HIGGINS

by J.P. DELANEY

NO TIME LIKE THE

ADVENTURES IN
MARRIAGE AND

COAST MURDERS
by JAMES PATTERSON
THE END OF HER
by SHARI LAPENA
THE EXILES
by CHRISTINA BAKER
KLINE

MOTHERHOOD IN THE
MIDDLE OF NOWHERE
by REE DRUMMOND

THE VANISHING HALF
by BRIT BENNETT

NEW DVDS

THE AWAKENING
by NORA ROBERTS
HUSH HUSH
by STUART WOODS
EDDIE'S BOY
by THOMAS PERRY

A GOOD KILL

CBD NATION

A BEAUTIFUL PLACE TO DIE

THE DUSTWALKER

THE KING OF STATEN ISLAND

MARRIAGE STORY

THE SECRET- DARE TO DREAM

MR. MERCEDES V.3

KEVIN HART'S GUIDE TO BLACK HISTORY

