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Tip #12: Read from a variety of children's books, including fairy tales, song books, poems, 

and information books. 
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Tip #13: Reading well is at the heart of all learning. Children who can't read well, can't 

learn.  
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Tip #14: Children need to be taught the steps good readers use to make sure they 

understand text. Students who are in control of their own reading comprehension become 

purposeful, active readers. 
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Tip #15: Reading with children and helping them practice specific reading components 

can dramatically improve their ability to read. 
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Tip #16: Children need to actively build and expand their knowledge of written and 

spoken words, what they mean, and how they are used. 
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MY FAVORITE BOOK:  

DON’T FORGET TO COME IN AND 

COLLECT YOUR COMPLETION STICKER! 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What Is It? 
Talking is one of the five early literacy practices to help parents work on the skills that children need to have. Talking 
with children helps them learn oral language, one of the most critical early literacy skills. The experience of self-
expression also stimulates brain development, which underlies all learning. 
 

Why is Talking Important? 
 Teaches a child to take turns in order to have a conversation. 
 Helps children become familiar with how books work and are organized. 
 Gives you a chance to introduce new words and what they mean. 
 Provides opportunities to rephrase what the child says so she can learn more language. 
 Extends conversations to help children learn more about something.  
 Helps children make connections to past and future events so they understand that language sometimes 

represents events that are not happening right now. 

What Can You Do? – Take a “Picture Walk” 

 A picture walk is a great way to talk about a book. A picture walk is an example of a quality conversation.  
 Use a picture walk to learn new words, take turns, and make connections. 

What To Do During the Picture Walk 

 Look at the cover, pointing out the title, author, and illustrator. Ask children what they think the story is about. 
 “Walk” through the book, page by page. Talk about the characters and predict what might happen to them. 

Make a guess about how the book will end. Talk about the meaning of works that children may not know. 
 Talk about new and interesting words in the book. Have your child tell you what is happening in the story. 
 Expand on what your child says. For example, a parent might say, “Yes, that is a cave…a cave is like a hole in a 

mountain. Sometimes bats or bears live in caves.” 
 Take turns and give your child lots of time to make comments and express ideas. 
 Make connections between the story and your child’s experiences. For example, “Do you remember when we 

saw a bear at the zoo? Did the bear have a cave?” 

 Speak in your home language (the language you speak most fluently), even if the book is in English. 
Remember, this is a picture walk. You are not reading the story. 

TALKING  
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Tip #17: Children must learn to read words rapidly and accurately in order to understand 

what is read. When fluent readers read silently, they recognize words automatically. When 

fluent readers read aloud, they read effortlessly and with expression. Readers who are 

weak in fluency read slowly, word by word, focusing on decoding words instead of 

comprehending meaning. 
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Tip #18: Help your child find reading materials that are of interest to her so she is 

engaged and encouraged to make reading a fun activity in her day. 
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Tip #19: When giving gifts or asked for gift ideas for your child, recommend books, 

magazine subscriptions, or gift cards to book stores to encourage literacy and learning. 
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Tip #20: Too tired to read aloud? Listen to a book on tape and turn the book’s pages 

with your children. You’ll still be reading with them! 
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Tip #21: Label things in your children’s room as they learn to name them. Have fun while 

they learn that written words are connected to everyday things. 
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Tip #22: Away on a business trip? Take a few books with you, call home and have your 

child curl up by the phone for a good night story. 
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MY FAVORITE BOOK:  

 

DON’T FORGET TO COME IN AND 

COLLECT YOUR COMPLETION STICKER! 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

What Is It? 
Singing is one of the five early literacy practices to help parents work on the skills that children 
need to have. Singing increases children’s awareness of and sensitivity to the sounds in words. 
This helps prepare children to decode print (written language). Songs are a natural way to 
learn about language. 

Why Is Singing Important? 

 Songs help children develop listening skills and pay attention to the rhythms and 
rhymes of spoken language. 

 Most songs have a different note for each syllable. This helps children break down 
words so they hear individual sounds in a word. This is an important pre-reading skill. 

 Singing also slows down language so children can hear different parts of words and 
notice how they are alike and different. 

 Singing helps children learn new words, hear the smaller sounds in words, and adds to 
their general knowledge. 

 Singing helps children remember things for a longer time.  

What Can You Do? 

 Clapping along to rhythms help children hear the syllables in words, and it helps them 
practice motor skills. 

 Sing songs with rhyming words, silly words, and long stretched out words. 
 Sing songs fast, slow, and over and over. 

                SINGING 
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