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NEW LIFE FOR HISTORIC FILES
There will be many lessons we take away from 2020, such as discovering how to

CONNECT
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VISIT OUR WEBSITE:
www.myjcpl.org

VISIT US ON
SOCIAL MEDIA

Zoom or learning how to wash our hands properly. But one lesson libraries have
already been working on for some time is how to bring our information more easily
into your lives.
Over the past year, Jasper County Public Library has been working with our unique

E-BOOK & AUDIO

local history files to make these records available virtually. Creating a digital copy of
our records not only preserves them for future generations but also makes them
available to groups who might not otherwise be able to use them.
One of the library's earliest digital projects was a website dedicated to oral histories
of northern Jasper County settlers. These interviews were conducted on cassette
tape in the 1990s by volunteers from the DeMotte Historical Society.
The transcripts of the interviews have been available for some time. Now you can
listen to the actual recordings at our community audio collection at the Internet
Archive, https://archive.org/details/@myjcpl.
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While this improves access for those who prefer to listen rather than read, we know that these additions mean much more for
some library users.
“I was able to hear my grandmother's voice even though she had passed before I was born,” said Kim Hunter, a library
assistant at Rensselaer. “I felt more connected to her.”
Another project that is breathing new life into old files is the transcription of our local genealogy records.
In the 1960s, DAR Regent Margaret (Babcock) Paulus bequeathed the library several books of genealogy records she had
compiled about local families.
Because these notes were hand-written, they have been a stumbling block to those interested in accessing the information,
especially in an age of computer access and dwindling time.
Thanks to dedicated volunteers, currently Paula Reed and before her the late Andy Mehall, most of those volumes have been
painstakingly typed, page by page, into machine-searchable text. Library staff took that text a further step this past year and
created the first of what will be a series of edited, foot-noted ebooks. The first of these, JCPL Warren Genealogy, is available
at the Internet Archive.
Finally, we have also been working on bringing local video into the 21st century. In the late 1990s, several community
groups came together with Saint Joseph's College to sponsor a series of Teaching Fellows videos discussing the arts and
local history.
Those videos were originally converted from VHS to DVD in 2011 and now are in the process of being brought digitally to the
library's YouTube channel www.youtube.com/user/myjcpl, where they can be watched on-demand.
You can find all of these projects and more on our history page www.myjcpl.org/history. Check back as we continue to
improve our outreach on the local files entrusted to your library.
This is just another way we inform, enrich and empower our diverse community.

LIVE trivia
Join the Rensselaer Library the last Tuesday of March and April for trivia on Facebook live. All you
need to join is a Facebook account. The top three winners can stop by the Rensselaer library to pick
up a prize!
March 30th is Marvel Movie Trivia, and April 27 is Little House on the Prairie Trivia. Each session will
go from 7 PM to 7:45 PM. If you have any questions, please contact Mel at (219)-866-5881.

Adult 2020 Survivor Merit Badge
Stop by the Rensselaer Library and pick up a kit to
make your own '2020 Survivor' merit badge the
week of March 15.
Packets include all materials needed for a three
inch cloth badge, except the iron on backing.
Badges can be ironed or sewn on and washed.
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Verses and Voices:
Celebrate National Poetry Month with JCPL
Celebrate National Poetry Month with us! On Friday April 2nd at 10 am, we'll give a short
presentation about poetry and its impact on you via Facebook: the recording will be available on
social media and YouTube all month long. Be entered to win a prize by, during the month of April,
submitting a recording (video or audio) of yourself reading a poem, your own or someone else's, or
by snapping a picture of a poem you've written or done by using black out poetry techniques.
Please be sure to include the title of the poem and the author.
Send your picture or TikTok, instagram, Facebook, or Youtube video link to webmaster@myjcpl.org ;
entries will be shared on our Facebook page. Prizes will be divided into age groups: children, teen,
and adult. Winners must have a Jasper County library card to be eligible, though all participants are
welcome! Winners will be contacted the first week of May. If you have any questions please contact
Kim at (219) 866-5881.

Say Hello to BEANSTACK!
JCPL is joining the Beanstack family! Beanstack is a website and
mobile app which allows families to track their reading throughout the
year and take part in exciting challenges at their library. To kick off
this new service, JCPL is issuing a challenge during National Library
Week: a battle of the branches to determine which library has the most
active readers! All ages are welcome, as each branch is rallying their
avid readers to help them claim victory in this contest.
If you seek to participate in this fight and bring your home branch the
win, all you have to do is visit the library’s Beanstack launch page
(www.myjcpl.org/beanstack) for more information, then read, read,
read during the week of April 4-10.
Want to take part without technology? Stop by the libraryand let us
know how many books you are reading during this week. (Bonus
points if you decide to write a short review too!) This slip enters you
into a drawing for a prize in your age category whether you be an
adult, teen, or child. The prize winners will be announced the
following Monday. Gather your books of choice, and let the games
begin!
*We will also be celebrating National Library Week with a coloring
contest for kids!
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CALLING ALL BOOK
COLLECTORS

Puzzles and Board games Galore,
Oh my!
Beginning March 1st, the libraries will be
starting up a Board/Card Game Exchange.
Simply Bring in a game to exchange with
one available at the library. Don't have a
game to donate? No problem! You can
borrow one from our Game Exchange, and

The Friends of the DeMotte Library will
be hosting a Silent Auction during the
month of March.
Bids can be placed anytime from March
1-31 during regular library hours.
Winners will be called on April 1st.

bring it back when finished.

MANIA
Love Minecraft? Join the staff of Minecraft Mania in our own closed game for Jasper County
Public Library. You will need to provide your own device and have Minecraft and Zoom downloaded
prior to the start of the program. Another device, like a smartphone or tablet may be used for
Zoom. Need help downloading? Visit www.minecraftmaniaevents.com/zoommania.html for
instructions. Minecraft Mania staff will be available beginning at 5:30pm to assist any
participants who need help. Registration is required. Provide an email address when registering to
receive the Zoom invitation link in your registration confirmation email.

join us Tuesday, April 6th 6-7:30 PM grades 2-6
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Most of our book discussion groups are finding new ways to stay connected.
For more details or to reserve a copy, please visit or call your local library.
Registration is appreciated, and available online at www.myjcpl.org/events.
Face covering / Social distancing guidelines will be observed.

MARCH- THE BOOKIES- TUESDAY- MARCH 16- 2:00 PM OR 7:00 PM
BOOK: MIRACLE CREEK BY ANGIE KIM
APRIL- THE BOOKIES- TUESDAY-APRIL 20- 2:00 PM OR 7:00 PM
BOOK: LITTLE FIRES EVERYWHERE BY CELESTE NG

MARCH- BOOKS AND COFFEE- MONDAY- MARCH 29- 2:00 PM
BOOK: DIGGING TO AMERICA BY ANNE TYLER
MARCH- ADULT BOOK DISCUSSION- TUESDAY- MARCH 9- 1:00 PM
BOOK: WHEN ALL IS SAID BY ANNE GRIFFIN
APRIL- BOOKS AND COFFEE- MONDAY- APRIL 26- 2:00 PM
BOOK: DRESSMAKER'S DOWRY BY MEREDITH JAEGER
APRIL- ADULT BOOK DISCUSSION- TUESDAY- APRIL 13- 1:00 PM
BOOK: EVICTED: POVERTY AND PROFIT IN THE AMERICAN CITY BY
MATTHEW DESMOND

MARCH- 4TH THURSDAY GROUP- THURSDAY- MARCH 25- 1PM - VIA ZOOM
BOOK: THE LAST TIME I WAS ME BY CATHY LAMB
MARCH- MEN'S BOOK GROUP- WEDNESDAY- MARCH 24- 10 AM - VIA ZOOM
BOOK: MY PROMISED LAND BY ARI SHAVI
**THE MEN'S GROUP WAS CREATED FOR MEN BUT ANYONE CAN JOIN**

APRIL- 4TH THURSDAY GROUP- THURSDAY- APRIL 22- 1 PM - VIA ZOOM
BOOK: THE GOWN: A NOVEL OF THE ROYAL WEDDING BY JENNIFER ROBSON
APRIL- MEN'S BOOK GROUP-WEDNESDAY - APRIL 28 -10 AM- VIA ZOOM
BOOK: ONE SECOND AFTER BY WILLIAM R. FORSTCHEN
**THE MEN'S GROUP WAS CREATED FOR MEN BUT ANYONE CAN JOIN**
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NEW MATERIALS
AVAILABLE FOR
CHECK OUT
NEW
FICTION TITLES
FINDING ASHLEY
by DANIELLE STEEL
DISTANT SHORE
by KAREN KINGSBURY

ANIMAL INSTINCT
by DAVID ROSENFELT

YOUNG ADULT
AND KIDS
CHAIN OF IRON
by CASSANDRA CLARE

THE QUEEN'S SECRET
by MELISSA DE LA CRUZ
RULE OF WOLVES
by LEIGH BARDUGO

GAMBLING MAN
by DAVID BALDACCI

CURSE OF SALEM
by KAY HOOPER

DARK SKY
by C.J. BOX

THE ROSE CODE
by KATE QUINN
TURN A BLIND EYE
by JEFFREY ARCHER
MOTHER MAY I
by JOSHILYN JACKSON

COUNTRY PROUD
by LINDA LAEL MILLER
OCEAN PREY
by JOHN SANDFORD

NEW
AUDIOBOOKS

PETE THE CAT:
PARENT'S DAY SURPRISE

NEW DVDS
NEW DVDS

DOGMAN: MOTHERING HEIGHTS
by DAV PILKEY

NEWS OF THE WORLD
MONEY PLANE

ROWLEY JEFFERSON'S
AWESOME FRIENDLY SPOOKY
STORIES
by JEFF KINNEY

PROMISING YOUNG WOMAN

